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RRVT News 
By Mike Wallace, Director 

      
     With some unusually warm days toward the end of February there has been some real interest 
in getting outside and using our trail system. So with that interest it’s timely to give an update on 
some of the things happening with the Raccoon River Valley Trail (RRVT). 
 

     As you may recall the Dallas County Conservation Board (DCCB) has been working to raise 
funds to pave all of the gravel crossings in Dallas County on the older section of the RRVT.  To 
date we have 6 crossings completed. The 8 crossings left are planned to be completed over the 
next two construction seasons (2016 and 2017) depending on where bids actually come in this 
spring. This is due mainly because of significant design changes handed down to us by the Iowa 
DOT.  The changes have required a much wider paved apron crossing the gravel roads and that 
requires more concrete material and labor and ultimately higher costs to do that work. So, last 
August the project was bid out but the bids received were so high that all bids were rejected. We 
then had to go back for additional funding to make this project work with the new design 
specifications. We applied for another grant and were successful. However this new grant is not 
available until October 2016 because it is a Federal Grant and that is the beginning of their 
Federal fiscal year. In order to try to complete some of these 8 crossings, we are going to bid out 
some of them this spring and do as many as we can afford with current existing funds. The 
remaining crossings would be planned for the 2017 construction season. So, we are progressing 
but at a slower rate than everyone wanted. In the end, these paved crossings on the old section of 
the RRVT in Dallas County will be up to the new standards as required by the Iowa DOT. 
 

     The Raccoon River Valley Trail to High Trestle Trail (Perry to Woodward connector project) 
also has an update. The Dallas County Conservation Board is close to specifically designating a 
route.  With this project there is not an existing intact railroad right of way that goes all the way 
between these two towns, which by the way, includes going through the town of Bouton.  There 
are remnant sections of the old railroad right of way and the DCCB is working with landowners 
on these sections and other property sites to create a route that would allow construction of a 
trail.  This “Connector” would connect two of the premier trail systems  

~ continued on page 2 
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in the nation, the Raccoon River Valley Trail and the High Trestle Trail. 
 

      We have landed several grants that have allowed us to hire Snyder and Associates to do 
the preliminary engineering and feasibility study for this project. Some of these DOT grants 
have also provided us with acquisition dollars that can be used to acquire the parcels needed 
to build a trail from willing landowners. 
 

     We have been fortunate to also receive some significant pledges for this project. Pledges to 
date include: Raccoon Valley Bank—$100,000 pledge, Dallas County Foundation —$60,000 
pledge, Bock Family Foundation—$30,000 pledge, plus several individual pledges and 
donations to our Dallas County Conservation Foundation and the Raccoon River Valley 
Trail Association. We have also partnered with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation who 
has designated a special fund for contributions, donations, and pledges to our “Connector” 
project.   
 

     This project is estimated to cost about $5 million dollars. We will be applying for some 
major grants over the next several months that would help us start to have some construction 
funds. This project will take several years to complete and it will be done in phases. Please 
consider donating for this important project. Anyone who donates $1000 or more will be 
acknowledged on a major donor sign that will be placed at the trailheads of this connector 
trail once the project is completed. For more information on how you can help with this 
project feel free to contact me. 
 

     As many of you know the Raccoon River Valley Trail requires a user fee to use the trail.  
The trail fee is $2 per day or $10 per year. These funds are used to help maintain this trail.  
The RRVT trail fees are required on all county owned or managed sections of the trail. Trail 
users 17 and under are not required to pay the user fee. There used to be 3 designated free 
weekends on the trail. This has changed for 2016 as there are no longer any designated free 
weekends on the RRVT.   
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Study nature, love  
nature, stay close to 
nature. It will never 
fail you.  
Frank Lloyd Wright  

 

     Also new in 2016 is a revised Trail Event application form.  
This is required when an “event organizer” is utilizing the 
RRVT for an event that has many people involved. For events 
with participants under 500 people, the application is a matter of 
filling out a few contact and informational questions. For larger 
events like the Bacoon Ride (more than 500 participants) there  
are additional sections of the application that need to be filled 
out and followed. So far this new application form is working 
well. It has a section that contains contact information and help-
ful hints to help the event be successful. This new application is 
increasing the communication between the event organizers and 
the counties and cities that the trail event will go through. The 
ultimate goal is to have a safe and successful trail experience. For 
a Trail Event application you can contact the Dallas, Guthrie, 
and Greene County Conservation Boards. 
 

     My final update regarding the RRVT and Dallas County 
Trails is the announcement of a new staff member with the 
DCCB. Curt Cable has been hired as our new Natural Resource 
Manager (Trail Manager). Curt is replacing Mike Beeler who re-
tired this past January. You can read more about this on page 15 
in this newsletter. 
 

Please use common sense and have a safe and fun  
season on the trails in Dallas County. 
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Monarch Initiative 
By Justin Smith Deputy Director/Biologist 

 

The monarch butterfly is possibly the most recognizable species of wildlife in North America. These butterflies 
undertake one of the world’s most remarkable migrations by travelling thousands of miles from Mexico, across the 
United States to Canada completing the journey over several generations. However, North American monarch 
butterflies are in trouble. Like many other animals, loss of habitat, specifically milkweed habitat is having a devastating 
impact on monarch migration and population.   
 

The state of the monarch population is also a direct reflection of our American landscape. Along with the monarchs, 
many other pollinating insects are in danger.  The loss of large numbers of pollinators poses a direct risk to our food 
production. However, help is on the way through funding provided through a partnership between the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. 
 

Many monarch butterfly scientists have emphasized a need to provide north to south migration habitat. This migration 
corridor has been dubbed the “Monarch Flyway” and follows the Interstate-35 corridor.  This flyway stretches from 
Lake Superior to the Mexican border at Laredo, Texas.   
 

The basic ideas is to create stepping stones of habitat for summer breeding and for the fall migration.  Each stepping 
stone helps the monarchs get from one place to another. The stepping stones can be created in schoolyards, backyards, 
old pastures, wildlife areas, etc.   
 

One of these projects can be found at the Kuehn Conservation Area. We are in the process of converting an old field 
of Smooth Brome into a diverse prairie full of milkweed and other forbs that are beneficial to the monarch 
butterfly.  This 12 acre field on the east side of the Kuehn Conservation Area was a monoculture of grass with very little 

benefit to pollinators of any type.  The field was prepared 
for seeding during the summer of 2015 and was 
scheduled for planting in late fall of 2015, however due to 
excessive rains, planting has been delayed until this 
spring.  Stop in and check it out if you are in the area and 
watch this prairie develop in the coming years.   
   

You can also help.  This funding is available to private 
landowners who would like to establish pollinator habitat 
on their land.  The cost of the seed is paid for through 
the partnership with the Iowa DNR and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  The cost of seedbed preparation 
and planting is the responsibility of the landowner.  A 10 
year maintenance agreement will be tied to each project. 
 

If you have any questions about the program or would 
like to determine eligibility for the program, please feel 
free to contact DNR Private Lands Biologist, Ryan Harr 
712-250-0818.   

 
 

Conservation Update 
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Shed Antler Seeking 
By Greg Sieck, Natural Resource Manager 

 
As I look out the window of my office on this bitterly cold day in Iowa, 
spring seems to be so far away. You know it is has been a brutal winter when 
you are looking forward to that 17 degree day that the forecaster is predicting. 
I long for the day where that last small pile of snow melts and the grass 
begins to turn that beautiful shade of green. I will be out working on the 
landscape whether it is planting food plots, completing prescribed burns, 
mowing or completing other wildlife management goals. 
 
     Spring brings new life to the outdoors and a burst of energy to those of us 
who have been hibernating during the numerous below zero winter days. 
When I think spring, I think deer antlers or as many might know them, deer 
sheds. I know I am not the only with this crazed passion of venturing out on 
a nice spring day with my best four legged buddy looking for sheds. Whitetail 
deer (Odocoileus virginianus) are the number one pursued animal in North 
America and shed hunting is becoming more and more popular. Antlers are 
an extension of the animal skulls. In most deer species, antlers only occur on 
males, reindeer being an exception. Antlers are shed and re-grown each year. 
Whitetails usually lose their antlers between late January and April, then begin 
to re-grow them throughout the summer months. Deer antlers main function is sexual selection, either for display or 
for fighting off other males to compete for dominance.  
 
     I can remember several years ago heading out into the woods one day after school with a buddy of mine. Like the 
majority of high school kids, I had no idea what I was doing or where to even begin to look for shed antlers. We 
happened to stumble upon a bedding area, every time we turned around we found another antler on the ground. We 
even found one stuck under the dirt with just its tines poking out, it was great. Even though dumb luck probably 
played a good role in that first shed hunt I became addicted. Now that I have about 10 years of shed hunting under my 
belt I have the ability to read the landscape and locate high concentration areas where the highest percentage of sheds 
are found.  
 
One technique I like to use is while in search for antlers is compiling data before I venture out whether its where I’ve 
found antlers in the past or where I’ve seen a high concentration of deer feeding at dawn and dusk. I was given the 
opportunity to help with the aerial deer surveys in North East Iowa while doing seasonal work with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. Flying transects in a four passenger airplane counting the Iowa deer herd may not 
appear like an adventure but man, will it make your stomach turn. While conveying the land looking for whitetail deer 
I noticed 99% of the animals were located on the tops of ridges and on south facing slopes. A majority of these deer 
were in cedar thickets which were relatively close to a food source.     

 
 

Wildlife Management 

~ continued on page 14 



 

William Jennings Bryan 
By Pete Malmberg, Museum Curator 

 

 

       Iowa’s long tradition of heavy involvement in Presidential politics goes back much further than most people realize. 
One of the most colorful political orators in United States history made appearances in Dawson, Minburn and other parts of 
Dallas County in 1896, 1900, and 1908. 
      William Jennings Bryan got his start as a Nebraska congressman in 1890 after leaving his home state of Illinois. A 
staunch Democrat, he saw no future in the land of Lincoln. Born in 1860, the ‘Boy Orator of the Platte’ inherited his 
parents’ intense commitment to the Democratic Party and a passionate protestant faith. 
       Bryan was reelected to Congress in 1892 and earned great respect for his oratorical skills. He became a leader of the free
-silver Democrats. In 1894 he persuaded Nebraska Democrats to support the state’s Populist Party.  
       In 1896, he delivered his stirring Cross of Gold speech favoring free silver to the Democratic convention and 
succeeded in capturing the presidential nomination. Interestingly, he was also nominated by the Populists because of his 
agreement with their view that government should protect individual citizens from corporate tyranny. 
       During the 1896 campaign he traveled 18,000 miles and shook thousands of hands. His efforts weren’t enough though 
and he lost to William McKinley. McKinley’s victory ensured a generation of Republican dominance in the nation’s political 
scene. Major changes also encouraged the Democratic Party to evolve from the minimalist view of government favored by 
Andrew Jackson to a more positive one about the federal government. 
      Bryan was a Colonel in a Nebraska regiment during the Spanish American War but was a critic of President McKinley’s 
Philippine occupation. He was the Democratic nominee again in 1900. His hopes of campaigning against imperialism were 
dashed by the free silver and corporate monopoly issues. McKinley was the victor again. 
      His second defeat prompted Bryan to start a newspaper and make frequent speaking tours. His superb oratorical skills 
were able to make up for his lack of deep, original thinking and he continued to advocate for his views. These included; 
equality, greater public participation in government decisions, opposition to corporate monopolies, and his great faith in 
God. ‘Shall the People Rule?’ was the watchword for his third failed presidential bid in 1908 when he lost to William 
Howard Taft. 
      Bryan never ran again but used his influence in the Democratic Party to nominate and help elect Woodrow Wilson 
President in 1912. Wilson named Bryan as his Secretary of State. After World War I broke out Bryan tried cooling off 
treaties among the combatants to ease tensions. It was no use. As the U.S. inched toward war, he tried to advocate for 
putting restrictions on American citizens and companies to stop them from sending the nation to war. When the Lusitania 
sinking resulted in Wilson sending a strong protest to Germany, Bryan resigned rather than send a message that might send 
commit the country to a war. 
      For the rest of his life, Bryan continued to advocate for prohibition, peace and women’s suffrage. He also became an 
increasingly vocal critic of the Theory of Evolution and strongly opposed it being a part of public school curriculums.  
      His intense opposition to Evolution led him to join the prosecution in the trial of Tennessee teacher John Scopes, an 
educator who dared to teach evolution and consequently faced charges of violating state law. Unfortunately for Mr. Bryan, 
prosecutor Clarence Darrow put him on the witness stand and showed that he knew virtually nothing about archaeology 
and science. Bryan died shortly after the trial ended in 1925. 
      William Jennings Bryan was just one of many national politicians to appear in the history of Dallas County. Dallas 
County and the town of Dexter later played a major role in the revitalization of Harry Truman’s political career in 1948. 
That amazing story will be told in another article later this year.  
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Thank You 

 

 

Spend the Night in a Dallas County Park 

 
Dallas County  

Conservation Board 
515.465-3577 

www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation 

Dayton Stagecoach Inn 

Sportsman Park — Cabins, RV and Tent Camping 

Glissman Lodge 
Kuehn Tent Camping 

  

RRVT 
Andy Jennings     Kent & Shirley McAdon     Glen-Gery Brick, Redfield 

 

Bird Seed 
EBC Hardware Hank—Earlham  

In memory of  Robert & Ada Phillips and Margaret Phillips 
 

Forest Park Museum 
In memory of  Robert & Ada Phillips and Margaret Phillips 
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Nature & The Naturalist 

Wilderness Needs No Defense, Just More Defenders 
Be a Defender 

By Chris Adkins, Environmental Ed. Coord./Naturalist 
 

          As a Naturalist for DCCB, I am constantly searching the educational research papers 
of my profession to find the best delivery mechanisms we can utilize for our messages. What 
are the best designs for our programming and how can we best help you to remember your 
connections to the wilds of Dallas County? 
          For the past 22 summers it has been my great good fortune to lead DCCB’s Wilder-
ness backpacking trek into the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness of north-central Idaho. Recent  
research in environmental education has helped to identify the most effective methods of 
connecting the learner to nature. It is of no surprise to me that the research supported the 
idea that our best teaching comes in the form of multi-day, total immersion, experiential les-
sons. In a nut shell, that is the Wilderness trek. Of the many lessons that DCCB brings to 
our county’s learners, the lessons of the Wilderness, are unsurpassed. In a perfect world, the 
trails of the Selway-Bitterroot would be a graduation requirement for all county high schools.  
Additionally, all middle school students would have the Wild Iowa Trek as a prerequisite to moving on to high school. 
          DCCB’s environmental education philosophy attached to these treks can best be expressed by the following quote: “And the 
world can not be discovered by a journey of miles, no matter how long, but only by a spiritual journey, a journey of one inch, very arduous and humbling 
and joyful, by which we arrive at the ground at our feet, and learn to be at home.” - Wendell Berry 
          DCCB would like to ask you to assist us in bringing these lessons to our youth. As detailed in another article in this newslet-
ter, DCCB is expanding our wild lessons offerings. This summer, we are adding the Wild Iowa Trek, to serve an expanded audi-
ence, now including middle school aged students. 
          This expansion brings with it the additional costs of outfitting a new program with gear. Our plan is to repurpose many of 
the tents, sleeping bags/pads and backpacks from the Wilderness Trek down to the Wild Iowa Trek. This creates an opportunity 
to upgrade the gear for the Wilderness Trek with the best, state of the art, gear available in 2016. 
          Please consider making a donation towards the purchase of new tents, sleeping bags/pads and backpacks. Let your dona-
tion create an opportunity for Dallas County youth to continue experiencing the best environmental education lessons that our 
profession can provide. I can guarantee that the youth that accept the challenge of these trek’s journeys, will return to Dallas 
County and learn to be at home.  
          DCCB established the 501(c)3, Dallas County Conservation Foundation, providing a site that donors can channel their 
charitable gifts and receive tax benefits. Please make your donations out to Dallas County Conservation Foundation, and ear-mark 
it for the Wilderness Treks. 

          You may never venture out on one of these treks with DCCB. Your lesson 
may solely be vicarious through the stories shared by trekkers here in our newsletter. 
For you potential donors, I offer these words of Wallace Stegner- “We simply need to 
know that wild country is available to us, even if we never do more than drive to the edge and look 
in. For it can be a means of reassuring ourselves of our sanity as creatures, a part of the geography 
of hope. “   
          Your donations will keep alive for all of us the “geography of hope”. Future 
trekkers will learn and your gift will identify you as a defender of wilderness.  
Thank you.                                         

The continued 
existence of 
wildlife and 
wilderness is 
important to the 
quality of life of 
humans. 
 ~ Jim Fowler  



 
 

Nature & The Naturalist 
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 Wild Iowa Trek – Version 2.0 
By Chris Adkins, Environmental Education Coordinator/Naturalist 

 
 DCCB rolled out our Wild Iowa Trek Version 1.0 in the 2015 Spring newsletter. What seemed like a can’t miss 
program failed to get enough registrants. Not to be deterred, our Naturalist staff went back to the drawing board and 
redesigned the delivery mechanism for the program. We discovered last summer that many middle school students and their 
parents thought our Wild Iowa Trek was a great idea, they just did not get wind of the opportunity until its time had come 
and gone. Now, one year wiser, DCCB will present our Wild Iowa Trek– Version 2.0 
 What is the Wild Iowa Trek.? It is DCCB’s newest effort to grow our county’s youth wild. High school students have 
answered our invitation to grow wild for 22 summers on our Selway-Bitterroot Backpacking Trek. Now, through the Wild 
Iowa Trek, middle school students of Dallas County are being targeted for a dose of wild. We invite students completing the 
7th and 8th grades in the spring of 2016, to take a step closer to the high school trek and tour the wilds of Iowa.  
 Wild Iowa Trek 2016 will take place on June 28, 29, and 30. Day one of trek will be in the wilds of Kuehn and the 
waters of Glissman’s. At Kuehn we will teach the trekkers camping skills with an emphasis on Leave No Trace principles. 
Next we will continue the trek at Glissman’s for a kayaking skills clinic and a night’s camp. The skills gained here will launch 
us into day 2, destination– the Wapsipinicon River and the Whitewater Park facility in Charles City. DCCB will partner with 
Crawdaddy’s Outdoors for a day of shooting the whitewater rapids in this unique wet Iowa wilds. Wild Iowa continues next 
to Iowa’s first State Park, Backbone. A camping experience, testing LNT skills awaits on night two. Day three of the trek 
explores the vertical wild geology of the park. Backbone offers some of Iowa’s wildest climbing opportunities, waiting to be 
scaled by Dallas County’s trekkers. Wilded out, we will return home at the end of day 3. The cost of this program, $175 per 
participant includes all meals, equipment rental, camping gear, and transportation.  
 Presentations will be made this winter in Dallas County middle schools to entice these wild seekers and lay out the 
application process. We will also utilize the formal education system’s newsletters, blogs and e-mails to put DCCB’s 
invitation in not just the hands of the students, but also their parents’ mailboxes. If you are reading this, and know a 7th or 
8th grade learner that would benefit from this wild experience, please help us to connect the dots. A brochure detailing the 
trek and an application form can be obtained by contacting us at  conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov or calling 515-465-
3577. What could be wilder than middle school learners on rapids and rock faces? A great summer awaits in 2016. 
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                                            MarchMarchMarchMarch    
 

Aquaponics Lecture 
Sunday, March 20 ~1:30 p.m. 
Forest Park Museum, Perry 
Local aquaponics producer Jeff Hafner will be discussing 
this exciting way to produce your own fish and vegetables 
and/or how you can patronize local commercial producers 
like Hafner’s Early Harvest Farms. Pre-registration is 
requested for this free program. 

 

AprilAprilAprilApril 
 
Fruit Tree Grafting 
Wednesday, April 6th~6:30—8:30 p.m. 
Forest Park, Perry 
Fruit specialist Patrick O’Malley will lead this grafting 
workshop. Participants will learn about the background and 
basics of grafting  then get supervised instruction in self-
grafting two dwarf-semi-dwarf apple rootstocks to take 
home. All materials are provided., with additional rootstock 
available for purchase. Pre-registration is required for 
this program. Cost: $35 per person/$60 per couple. 
Space is limited. 
 

Spring Wildflowers Blooms  
April 2, 10 a.m.-12 noon 
Sportsman Park, Dawson 
We invite you to join us for a spring- celebration of color 
and beauty as we enjoy the yearly parade of woodland 
wildflower blooms. We’ll trek through the woodlands of 
Sportsman’s Park looking for bloodroot, trillium, hepatica, 
Dutchman’s breeches and others. Bring your camera, wear 
your sturdiest hiking shoes and join us for the spring 
spectacular! Pre-registration is requested for this free 
program. 
 

                                    MayMayMayMay    
Spring Bird Hike 
Saturday, May 14~8:00—11:00 a.m. 
Voas Nature Area, Minburn 
 The beauty of spring certainly includes the songs and colors of 
the birds that return to their summer nesting grounds. Mid-May is 
the peak of songbird migration with the potential to see over 50 
different species. We will be exploring the forest, prairies and 
wetland habitats that Voas offers. Hiking will be on mowed trails 
but may be wet. Some binoculars and bird books will be available. 
Program will be rain or shine. Pre-registration is required for 
this free program.     

 
Cemetery Restoration Workshop 
Sat. May 21—Sun., May 22 ~ 8 a.m.—5 p.m. 
A Union Township Cemetery TBD, South of Redfield 
Join cemetery restoration expert John Heider of Illinois for 
a hands-on workshop on tombstone maintenance that 
includes cleaning, releveling and restoration. The workshop 
will include a short classroom introduction, reference 
booklet and outdoor guided practice.  Cost is $60 for one 
day or $100 for both. Contact Rod Stanley  at (641) 757-
9173 for more information and to reserve your place.  

 

June  
 

Family Fishing Fun  
Sunday, June 5~ 4– 6 pm  
Glissman Conservation Area, southwest of Adel  
Have you always wanted to learn to fish or teach your kids 
the joys of fishing? Join us at the Glissman Conservation 
Area pond during Iowa’s free fishing weekend (no fishing 
license required) for a Sunday afternoon of fishing fun. 
We’ll have rods and reels you can borrow as well as bait and 
treats for the kids. A naturalist will be on hand to assist new 
anglers. A great opportunity for an afternoon of outdoor 
family fun. Pre-registration is required. FREE.  

Spring 2016Spring 2016Spring 2016Spring 2016    

 
 

Calendar of  Events 

Dayton Stagecoach Inn Grand Opening 
 Sunday, April 24  1:30—3:30 p.m.   Bouton 

 

After several  years work restoring and 
updating this historic  

combination Inn, bar and family  
residence, we are pleased to  

announce it is ready! Join us at this 
open house for live horse and wagon, 

tours, historic re-enactors, and  
information about how you can rent 
this for an event or overnight stay. 



 
 

Calendar of  Events 
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OnOnOnOn----Call Call Call Call     

Swainson’s Hawk Migration 
March—place to be determined 
Have you ever seen a large group of birds following a 
tractor in a field? Many times these are gulls, but in the 
spring, sometimes these are Swainson’s hawks, in the midst 
of their migration to points further north.  On their 
journey, they will follow chisel plows and prairie burns, 
looking for easy prey left on the side. DCCB will be 
posting sightings on our website and Facebook page to 
alert you to times and places for safe viewing when a 
naturalist will be available to guide your experience. 

 
 

Morel Mania 
Kuehn Conservation, north of Earlham 

Morels are easily identified, highly regarded mushrooms 
that appear throughout the county every spring. If you are 
new to the area, new to ‘shrooming’, or perhaps looking for 
a new “hunting” area, you will enjoy Morel Mania! When 
you register, give us your email address. When the morels 
are up, we will plan a group gathering. A naturalist will talk 
about morel identification and offer a few hunting tips 
before turning everyone loose to look on their own. Bring 
net bags and a keen eye. Morels are not guaranteed! Pre-
registration is required for this free program. 
 

A Shared Wild Story 
  Kuehn Conservation Area, north of Earlham 
  Time: 7:30—8:30 p.m., Date TBD 

The Dallas County adult trekkers who participated in last 
summer’s DCCB’s backpacking trek have wild stories to tell. 
These trekkers hiked deep into the Selway- Bitterroot to the 
Wind Lake area. They volunteered their sweat– clearing trail. 
Slept under the stars. Jumped into the lakes. Climbed the 
peaks, and as the quote goes “ On the trail that leads to 
nowhere, I have sometimes found my soul.” We tout this 
trek as a “watershed experience”, meaning that the fluids of 
your thoughts will never again flow over the same cerebral 
topography following your wanderings in the wild. Join us to 
hear a wild story from these trekkers. How did this trek 
change them and the role wilderness has in their lives? How 
do they see wildness in Dallas County differently following 
their wanderings in the largest, wildest region in the lower 48 
states. Come and let these trekkers share their wild story with 
you and consider lacing up your hiking boots and joining 
DCCB’s next  trek. Pre-registration is required for this  
free program. 

    

    

    
 

Peregrine Chick Banding 
June—Date TBD 
American Republic Buildng, Des Moines 
For the past 20 years, peregrine falcons have nested  on the 
American Republic Building in downtown Des Moines. 
Usually in early June the Iowa DNR along with veterinarians 
bring the young down from the nest to band, draw blood 
and weigh. DCCB invites you to join a naturalist in the 
building atrium to  learn about this conservation success 
story and watch as these chicks have their first contact with 
humans. We will contact program registrants when we get 
word on the timing a few days before the event. Pre-
registration is required for this free event. 

 
NOTT In My County! (Naturalist on the Trail) 
Raccoon River Valley Trail & High Trestle Trail 
Watch our website and Facebook page for dates and trail 

sections 
Do you know which snake is sunning itself on the warm 
trail?  Which warblers are migrating through our areas? 
Which flowers are blooming? One day per month (April 
through October) a Dallas County Naturalist will be on a 
section of a county recreation trail ready to talk with you 
about the nature you are seeing as you enjoy our longest 
park. No registration is required for this program. 
 

Raccoon River Paddle Trips 
Nature On-Call— April, May, June 
North/Middle/South Raccoon Rivers—when they fill 
their banks! 
Wilderness can be experienced by giving over control of 
your canoe to the currents of a ‘Coon and letting her tell 
you her story of wild waters.  Our goals is to host a river 
float each month from April through October. The water 
levels the past several ears have really put a crimp in our 
plans.  Not to be deterred, we ahead with our float plans for 
this season. To join us on a paddle, register with our office 
and we will contact you when the water is right and staff are 
available. Pre-registration is required to be contacted for 
this program. Canoes and kayaks are not provided. 

Spring 2016Spring 2016Spring 2016Spring 2016    

For more information or to register for  
any of our programs, contact: 

Dallas County Conservation Board 
14581 K Avenue  
Perry, IA 50220 
515-465-3577 

Office Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm 
conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov 

www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation 

If you are a group leader and your group is interested in 
attending one or more of these programs, please contact our 

office for alternate arrangements. 

OnOnOnOn----Call Call Call Call     



 

 
 

Naturalist 
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Summer Youth Volunteer Program 
By Mike Havlik, Naturalist  

 
Is your child interested in a meaningful summer of service in the outdoors? Dallas County Conservation will once 
again be hosting a Summer Youth Volunteer Program. The program runs June 9th to July 14th meeting every Thursday 
from 8:00am to 12:00pm. Students who are ages 10—15 are eligible. We will be working on projects in Dallas County 
parks, museum and conservation areas. There will be an educational component as well and plenty of time to enjoy 
nature play. Contact the conservation office at 515-465-3577 or e-mail conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov   
Registration for this program is required and will be on a first come, first served basis as space is limited. 

 

 

Youth who are ages 10—15 can join the  
volunteer crew. The crew will meet at Forest Park 
Museum in Perry or you can meet the group at the 
work area if our project is closer to your home— 

Thursdays 8:00 am to Noon 
June 9th to July 14 

 

Youth should bring/wear: 
 

• Leather work gloves 
• Sunscreen 
• Insect repellant 
• Water bottle 
• Long pants 
• Tennis shoes or hiking/work boots 

Call 515-465-3577 to register by 5/20.   
A volunteer form will be sent to you  
upon registration. Completed forms 
need to be returned by May 27th to 
guarantee your spot in the group.      

Volunteer shirts will be provided, so 
please let us know youth’s t-shirt size. 



 
 

Naturalist 

 12 

World Book 

By Cindy Blobaum, Naturalist  
 

 For many, many years, I was a book worm. I loved to read, won the library summer reading program my 7th 
grade summer with a log of over 600 books, and asked everyone for book recommendations. Some of my favorite 
volumes we had at home were the World Book Encyclopedias and the accompanying Childcrafts. My parents often 
encouraged all of their kids to “go look it up” when we had a question they couldn’t answer, or perhaps they could 
but wanted us to practice the skill and learn more than they might share. Of course, I also spent some time outdoors, 
camping, canoeing, biking and playing, but mostly, I remember reading. 
 Fast forward a number of years. After working for a while as a naturalist, encouraging and assisting people of 
all ages to be outside and exploring their natural world, I start writing hands-on science activity books for kids. I 
immerse myself in research for the various topics I have chosen. By this time, the research includes books and the 
internet. These research forays supplement what I have studied in college and through on-the-job experiences. I am 
constantly amazed by what I am discovering and love to share tidbits with colleagues, family, neighbors, and of 
course, potential readers. Naturally, each book includes things to do outside. 
 Take another step in time. In all honesty, I must admit that today, I am not the same type of book worm I once 
was. I have stacks of books on various tables that look interesting, but I simply cannot get into them. I am still 
authoring books, but find myself really struggling to sit down at the computer and write. What is my problem? I want 
to be outside. Yes, I still love having others along with me and realize that I can encourage a wider audience through 
books, but to do that, I have to be inside. Some friends have suggested taking my gear outside to write, but then I am 
distracted, watching the weather, listening to the birds, touching the trees, spotting the scat and oh-so-much-more! 
Sometimes, my kids join me. Many times they have one or more electronic device with them, but they still engage.  
 It has taken me awhile, but I rarely rant (even internally!) anymore about them being plugged in. They are 
looking, they are learning, they are sharing! Some of what they see, share and show me is from far away places and 
times, but if that interests them and perhaps encourages future trips, studies or connections, all the better.  
 And thinking about my changes while on my twice-daily (minimum!) walks, I realize that I am now looking to 
the WORLD BOOK for my education and enjoyment. The book is not bound paper or battery powered, it is the 
story of the world, all around me, changing every day. I am reading my environment. Sometimes the environment is a 
harder piece than I am ready to digest, but I take away what I can, reflect on what puzzles me, and then come back to 
re-read and explore some more. I invite you to do the same. And I think my kids will too. 

  
 
 

      



 

 
 

Trail Talk  

Spring Transitions 
By Curt Cable, Natural Resources Manager 

 
     Spring is typically a time of transition in the wild. The temperatures begin to rise and the flora and fauna start to 
awake from the long cold winter. There is also a transition occurring within the Dallas County Conservation Board as 
I, Curt Cable, have taken over duties previously held by Mike Beeler.  From the sounds of it I have some hefty shoes to 
fill as I make this transition. 
    Few of you know me, but I hope that changes as time goes on. Here’s a bit to get you started. I grew up in Newton, 
IA. From there I went Iowa State University  and earned a bachelor’s degree in Animal Ecology with an emphasis on 
wildlife.  Much to the dismay of the director and a few other employees, I am a huge Iowa Hawkeye fan.   
     On a personal note, I am married to my beautiful wife Sarah and we have an adorable little girl, Kyrsten and a 
yellow lab, Bailey. Kyrsten will be two in April and she loves to play outside and feed the birds. I also love being 
outside whether it be hunting, fishing, or going on a walk or bike ride with the girls.   
     Before accepting this position I was the Natural Resource Manager/Naturalist for the Poweshiek County 
Conservation Board. Many conservation boards have different focal points in their system. Poweshiek County’s main 
focus was Diamond Lake. Diamond Lake is a few miles west of Montezuma and includes a 98 acre lake and multiple 
camping sites. While there my duties included the upkeep of Diamond Lake and the 1500 + acres of other parks and 
wildlife areas. I also provided the county with various environmental education opportunities.    
     My duties with Dallas County will consist of the same principles, but they will be applied to our beautiful trails 
system! Dallas County is very lucky to have the various recreational opportunities offered to them through the 
conservation board.  The 25+ parks and recreational areas, countless environmental education programs offered by 
one of the most knowledgeable groups of naturalist in the state and the 50+ miles of recreational trails!   
     I am excited to be able to call Dallas County home and I am blessed to have this opportunity. I look forward to 

meeting you, whether it be on the trails or in our one of our beautiful communities!  If you are out on the trails and 

notice something out of place please let us know. We rely on the trails users to be our eyes and ears as it would be 

impossible to catch everything.    
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                             Antler Shed Hunting             ~ continued from page 4 

Check out these key elements that will help you find sheds and gain knowledge come next deer season. 
Scouting is essential to shed hunting. Deer often complete a winter shift from the areas they frequented in the fall to 
take advantage of changing food availability and winter cover. You can find these high deer concentration areas in 
thick cover located near a food source by glassing a field with binoculars at dusk and also finding high concentrations 
of deer tracks in the snow. Bucks may reform to old bachelor groups from the previous summer. When you do find a 
shed you will often find sheds from other bucks in that same location. 
Food and bedding areas play a major role in shed hunting. If you can find their source for food you will find the 
deer. In winter when snow covers the ground it becomes more difficult for deer to find that source. Look for areas 
where deer concentrate to feed, if the deer have a good food source they will save energy and travel only to food and 
their bedding areas. Deer spend a large amount of time in their beds to conserve energy during the winter months. 
Coniferous forests are prime bedding spots due to the dense cover. The thick cover blocks the wind and the branches 
catch the snow before it hits the ground making travel easier. Throughout the day deer soak up the winter sun to keep 
their body temperature higher and burn less fat. During those few months southern exposures receive the most direct 
sunlight, so check south facing hills. 
Shed hunting is becoming increasingly popular. Don’t waste too much time looking for sheds in heavily hunted areas 
because few bucks survive to drop antlers. You want to shed hunt areas in which you deer hunt to inventory the bucks 
that made it through the deer season and the winter. Not only will you be competing with fellow shed hunters you also 
have to keep in mind the squirrels, mice and other rodents, which eat sheds for their calcium. As for hunting public 
ground the phrase early bird gets the worm applies, you won’t be the only one out there looking for tines sticking out 
of the snow. If you’re lucky enough to have access to private ground wait until March when most bucks have shed. 
Last but certainly not least. Walk slowly; you are trying to spot an object on the ground that has a similar look to a 
corn husk or a stick. Walk slowly and give your eyes some time while they scan the forest floor.  Keep your eyes on 
the ground and stay focused. Don’t forget to have fun, this is a hobby the entire family including dogs can participate 
in. 
WHAT TO BRING 
Long sleeve shirt, brush pants, binoculars, gloves, boots, back pack, water, snack, phone and a map of area. 
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               Best Wishes Mike Beeler—Welcome Curt Cable 

 
     The management of our popular Raccoon River  
Valley Trail and High Trestle Trail has seen a change of 
hands with the retirement of  12 + year Natural         
Resource Manager Mike Beeler in January. We send him 
off with best wishes on his self-paced new adventures.  
     Newly hired to fill the position is Curt Cable. Curt 
has a Bachelor’s Degree in Animal Ecology with a wild-
life emphasis from Iowa State University and has spent 
the past three years as a Resource Manager/Naturalist in 
Poweshiek County. Stop him on the trail and say Hi!  

Raccoon River Valley Trail Permits Available! 
 

Trail fee required for all users ages 18 and older on county managed sections of the Raccoon River Valley Trail.  
Daily permits cost $2, Annual Permits (Jan.—Dec.) are $10. Children under the age of 18 can use the trail free any-
time. There are several ways you can get your permit. 

• Pay online (credit card) or download a form and mail it with a check by clicking on Annual Trail Pass in the left 
column at our website: www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation  

• Pick up a green envelope/form in a yellow tube located at each of the trail heads. Fill out the form and enclose 
the correct amount of money (cash or check), drop it in the tube or mail and your permit will be mailed to you. 

• Stop by the office M—F 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. where you can pay with cash, check, or credit card.     

Mike Beeler with Tom Hazelton, IACCB Director Curt Cable 



Raccoon River Greenbelt Newsletter 
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Email:  conservation@dallascountyiowa.gov 

Website: www.dallascountyiowa.gov/conservation  

Dallas County Board of Supervisors 
Kim Chapman 
Brad Golightly 
Mark Hanson 

 

Dallas County Conservation Board 
Mark Powell - Chairman 

Nancy DeLong- Vice Chairman 
Glenn Vondra - Secretary/Treasurer 

Lorinda Inman 
Jim Miller  

 

No qualified individual with a disability will be excluded on the basis of a 
disability from participation in meetings, hearings, programs, activities or 
services conducted by the Dallas County Conservation Board.  To request 
information in an alternative format or request an accommodation to 
participate in a meeting, hearing, program, activity or service, contact the 
Dallas County Conservation Board, Forest Park, 14581 K Avenue, Perry, 
Iowa, 50220, (515) 465-3577 

Dallas County Conservation Board Staff 
 

Mike Wallace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Director 
Sherry James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .Administrative Assistant 
Justin Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deputy Director/Biologist 
Pete Malmberg . . Museum Curator/Hist. & Cultural Resources Coord. 
Chris Adkins . . . . .  Environmental Education Coordinator/Naturalist 
Mike Havlik. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ………………………………Naturalist 
Cindy Blobaum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Naturalist 
Curt Cable.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natural Resources Manager 
Greg Sieck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natural Resources Manager 
Connie Miller. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Office Assistant 
Doug Menz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natural Resource Technician 
Jim Brauckman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natural Resource Technician 
Mike Murphy………………...Seasonal Natural Resource Technician I 
John Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Park Attendant 
Tom Nevitt …………………………   Seasonal Maintenance Worker 


