
Sarah and Spencer Parkinson Request for Zoning Variance (Perry City 

Council, August 1, 2016) 

Background 
Sarah and Spencer Parkinson have submitted and received acceptance for an offer (contingent upon the 

ability to raise animals on the property) to purchase 19.5 acres off of Highway 144 on the north side of 

Perry, IA. The property is just south of Fritz, Barbina and Charles streets. It is currently zoned as 

Residential, Single Family. Save for a home site and notwithstanding its current zoning, Sarah and 

Spencer desire to receive a variance from the parcel’s current zoning to allow for animals other than 

cats, dogs and chickens to be raised on the property. This is the purpose for requesting some time at the 

Perry City Council meeting. 

 

Animal Unit Equivalent 
To enable an accurate comparison across animal species, the concept of an Animal Unit Equivalent 

(AUE) is used. Typically, an AUE is considered to be an animal that weighs 1,000 pounds. Other animals 



are expressed as a function of a 1,000 lb animal. For example, a typical beef calf weighs 450 lbs and 

would be considered 0.45 AUE. Below is a table showing common animals and their respective AUE. 

 

Request 
The primary reason for requesting a variance is because our children have shown an interest in taking 

part in 4-H. Due to our children’s young ages we are not certain of which animals they will want to raise 

and show. Because of this, we believe applying the AUE concept will allow some flexibility while still 

allowing the Perry City Council some assurance that the raising of animals on the property will not be 

overdone within city limits. Additionally, the use of the AUE concept will reduce the need to receive 

multiple variances should approval not be granted for a specific animal type at this time.  

To this end, we are seeking a variance for raising up to 15 AUE on the property described above. Once 

we have received the council’s feedback on this request we will know how to proceed with our offer on 

the property.  

We appreciate the council’s consideration for this request and look forward to more clarity as we 

continue to consider a relocation of our family from Granger to Perry. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sarah and Spencer Parkinson 

515.864.6077 

Animal Unit Equivalents Based on Live Weights

Animal Type Animal Name
Average Live 

Weight (pounds)

Animal Unit (One animal unit is 

1,000 pounds live weight)

Nursery Pigs 20                         0.020

Finishers 150                       0.150

Sows 425                       0.425

Beef Calves 450                       0.450

Beef Cattle 1,200                    1.200

Horse Horse 1,100                    1.100

Dairy Dairy Cattle 1,400                    1.400

Sheep Sheep 130                       0.130

Goat Goat 125                       0.125

Broilers 3.0                        0.003

Layers 3.5                        0.004

Other Turkeys 15.0                      0.015

Hogs

Beef

Chickens

Source: USDA, USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service, Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management (IDEM).

Notes: Sows were given the same factor as "breeding/gestation sows." Beef cattle were 

given the same factor as "mature cows (beef)"


